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dealings with sedition, the State officers were alleged to
have been either lukewarm or inefficient, and two of them
occupying high positions were specially singled out for
attack by the Resident. He pressed for the dismissal of
both, and added some strong remarks about the atmo-
sphere of Baroda and the general attitude of the adminis-
tration towards sedition. In the end one was compelled to
retire, but the Maharaja gave him a gratuity of Rs, 10,000;
the other was transferred to a different department and
his personal allowance was stopped for six months.

This, however, was by no means the only case in which
the State was called upon to deal with sedition, though it
may have been the only one which came to the Maharaja's
personal notice. Newspapers were active in Baroda as they
were in British India. More than one of them was stopped,
either because the editor was unrepentant or because his
explanation was not satisfactory. But in at least two cases
the Government of India had themselves instructed the
Resident to make inquiries, and an unfortunate impres-
sion was created that the State authorities were supine
unless the Resident made the first move. It certainly did
not look well that articles which appeared on the face of
them to be objectionable should have been left unnoticed
by the State; the Resident observed in one case that * there
was something radically wrong with a system which
allowed a licence to be granted to a man of notorious
antecedents, while at the same time it was such that it
was not certain that if he wrote anything objectionable
that would be brought to the notice of the authorities
concerned'. Mr. Seddon admitted that the machinery
was faulty. The existing Press law was inadequate, and
though there was a new Press Act in. draft it: would take
some time before it became law. Moreover, the agency
which was supposed to report on publications was not
strong enough, and the Press Report Branch whose duty